Digital Photo Image Editing

- using Adobe® Photoshop Elements
Workshop 8: INTRODUCTION TO LAYERS

Objective

Now that we have made a selection, let’s explore how to create a Layer from it. Layers are probably the
most powerful and exciting/creative part of Photoshop. This is what distinguishes Photoshop and
Elements from other less powerful image editing programs. This exercise is just an

introduction. We will look at some of the artistic things that you can do as an illustration of some of the
capability, but unfortunately we won’t have time to go into a lot of detail. You can experiment at home or
stayed tuned to the later developments in this course.
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Exercise 08-01 Using Layers Image: Multilayer beach.psd

+ An image composed of layers is viewed from the top down. We are going to illustrate this by looking at
a sample image.

+ Open the Lab Images Week 8 and select the file Multilayer beach.psd.
Note, the file extension ‘.psd’. This is the Photoshop native format.

+ One of the first things to notice is that there are a lot of layers. If we look down the stack, we see the
bottom one is the only one with the “eyeball” turn on. Let’s turn on the top one. Now we see nothing.
The underlying layer is completely hidden by the full coverage white layer on top.

+ Now turn off the upper layer and turn on the man and the background. We could get the move tool and
resize the image to fit in the window. But let’s cut out the window view and place the man behind
the window.

+ Make a copy of the background layer using Layer > Duplicate Layer (for pixel preservation), then take
the rectangular marquee selection tool and select the part that we want to delete and hit
backspace/delete key. Make sure that you are on the right layer-- must be able to see it _"eyeball” on,
must have selected the layer to work on-you will see that layer highlighted.

* Now let’s select the man and the cut out window. Other than scale--window looks like it is at sand
level and man is too close, you have the idea.

* Now let’s turn on the woman layer. Note that she completely hides the man below. If we reduce the
opacity to say 60 % then we can see some of the underlying layers. This can be very helpful when
trying to line up images that are on several different layers-- panoramas for example. We will come
back to this in a minute.

Blending Mode
* Let’s look at another feature-- blending mode.
* Normal is normal.
« If we want to lighten a picture that is under exposed we can select Screen. We will do this in a minute.

« First let’s do some wild things. Let’s select the beach and apply hard mix. We have posterized the
image.

* Now go to Layers>New Adjustment Layer>Invert. This is kind of a wild image considering what we
started with.
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Exercise 08-02 Linda with Layers Image: linda-before.jpg.
+ Let’s go back to Linda and see how we could edit it using layers and preserve the original.
+ Open the Lab Images Week 8 and select the file linda-before.jpg.
+ Make an oval selection of Linda’s face as before using the Feather as it was set before at 50 pixels.
* Make a new layer using Layer > New > Layer .
» Then go to Enhance > Adjust Lighting >Shadows/highlights.

» Now select the background layer and make a copy and blur it using the Gaussian filter
Filter > Blur > Gaussian Blur. This time select a large radius say 90.

+ Now reduce the opacity of the blurred layer to about 65%.

Exercise 08-03 Correcting Poor Exposure Images: Under Exposed flower.jpg
Over exposed bird.jpg

* Now open the Lab Images Week 8 and select the file Under Exposed flower.jpg

+ Make a copy using Layer > Duplicate Layer.

+ Then change the blending mode to Screen.

* Now Layer > Duplicate Layer again--Note the blending mode is still Screen.

* You can make several more copies using Layer > Duplicate Layer.

+ On the last one you can adjust the effect of the last layer by adjusting the opacity to get it just right.

* You can try the other options under Lighten, they will do different things. As a rule Screen is the
blending mode to use to help underexposed photos.

* Now open Over exposed bird.jpg

+ Make a copy and select blending mode Multiply.

+ Make a total of three copies using Layer > Duplicate Layer. None of these corrected pictures are as
good as a well exposed original, but it may save a poorly exposed photo.

University of Delaware Academy of Lifelong Learning



Digital Photo Image Editing

- using Adobe® Photoshop Elements
Workshop 8: INTRODUCTION TO LAYERS Page 4

Exercise 08-04 Opacity Image: Picture composite.psd

» Now back to the opacity. Open the Lab Images Week 8 and select the file Picture composite.psd.
There are four images on a white background. They probably came from scanning a large picture.

+ Reduce the opacity of the upper right image to say 50 % and line up the image. Then restore the
opacity to 100%.

* Now get the Eraser (E) (16th tool down or RC down 8) pick a large brush say 150 (Increase right
square bracket, decrease left square bracket), soften it (Shift left square bracket) and draw down the
line.

Adjustment Layers

+ We have had a quick look at Image Layers. There are other types of layers.

+ One is the Adjustment Layer. This allows us to make adjustments to an underlying layer without
changing the layer.

+ As you have already seen PSE images saved in psd format save Layers along with the picture.
Therefore, we can make changes to pictures that are easily reversible to repurpose a picture or to
further improve it when out photo editing skills get better.

+ Another benefit to adjustment layers is that they are instructions and hence quite small so that the
stored image is not excessive. If you use adjustment layers exclusively, you are doing what is
called non-destructive editing.

« Another kind of layer is the Type Layer. It is used to type text onto the photo. It is again instructions
(vector, unless simplified or rasterized) and can be scaled and warped etc. without loss of definition.
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