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In this lesson, we cover the important concept of Pixel Preservation through the use of two important 
features for sprucing up your images -- Layer Styles and Adjustment Layers.

✴A Layer Style is a pre-packaged series of dynamic color and contour attributes that let you 
assign dimension, lighting and texture to a layer. You can return to your Layer Style to make changes 
to the effects at any time, and you can opt to delete the Style completely and return to 
your original image.

✴Double-click the Style Symbol in a layer to open the editable Style Settings for that 
layer (if any).

✴Adjustment Layers let you manipulate lighting, color, or exposure of the layers beneath them. 
They are valuable to Pixel Preservation because they give you the ability to undo or change your edits 
later if you need to.

✴Group with Previous is a command which clips a layer so that it is visible only within the 
confines of the layer beneath it.

✴A Gradient Map is an Adjustment Layer that substitutes the Luminosity values in your image with 
the colors in a gradient.

 > Luminosity is a fancy word for brightness.

 > a Gradient is a continuous transition of colors.

✴A Layer Mask is a powerful function that lets you paint inside an Adjustment Layer in order to 
limit the portions of an image that are affected by that adjustment. Painting with BLACK inside the 
layer mask CONCEALS that portion of the color adjustment, Painting with WHITE inside the layer 
mask REVEALS the adjustment. “Black Conceals, White Reveals.”

✴The Gradient Tool is a painting tool that lets you apply a gradient or a continuous tone of 
colors. There are several gradient varieties and gradient types to choose from (Option Bar).

✴A Color Profile (also known as Color Space) is an extra bit of data included in your image that 
describes the color for your working environment and the color identification used when printing 
your image. Adobe RGB is commonly used when the intended output is a typical ink-jet printer. 
For web output or offset printing, sRGB is the profile of choice, but is not as large a color space as 
Adobe RGB. This all falls under the area of Color Management and you can check your settings 
under menu:EDIT>COLOR SETTINGS. Recommended setting is Allow Me to Choose.

✴A Grayscale Image lacks color as well as the capacity for color. To apply color to a grayscale 
image, you must first convert its Color Profile from grayscale to Adobe RGB. This is accomplished 
from menu:IMAGE>CONVERT COLOR PROFILE>APPLY ADOBE RGB PROFILE.

✴Hue is another word for a color or shade.

✴Saturation is the intensity or richness of a color.
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